PLANTAGENET
revenues of his see, and the Pope urged him to go. St Thomas
sent on before him the papal letters suspending the hostile
English bishops, and landed on December i, 1170, at Sandwich
and went straight to Canterbury.
Those who had despoiled the Archbishopric during the years
of St Thomas's absence, including one De Brock, who had made
one of the Archbishop's castles (Saltwood) into a den of thieves,
refused to give up their ill-gotten gains. On Christmas Day
St Thomas excommunicated De Brock, and the continuance of
the quarrel so affected Henry, where he kept his court over in
Normandy, at Bures, near Bayeux, that he let drop some violent
words which were interpreted by those about him, perhaps
wrongly, as permission to threaten and coerce the Archbishop
by force. Therefore upon Tuesday, December 29, four knights
who had reached Saltwood from the King's court overseas
appeared before St Thomas and demanded the absolution of
the bishops. Becket refused, saying that the orders were the
Pope's and that he could not disobey them. They went out,
armed themselves, came back accompanied by De Brock,
pursued the Archbishop into his cathedral, and there murdered
him in the dusk of that day.
The Effect of the Martyrdom of St Thomas. The effect
of this murder was enormous. It was perhaps, if we consider
all its circumstances, the most important single event of the early
Middle Ages. St Thomas was at once regarded as a martyr, not
only by the Church whose liberties he had defended (although
his own hierarchy and the Papacy had so insufficiently supported
him), but particularly by the mass of the people, who felt with
sound instinct that the cause of the Church was that of their own
freedom and customs. The deed turned against the Plantagenet
all the forces of the time, and produced a quite unexpected
increase in the strength of the French monarchy—the nominal
suzerain of the Plantagenet dominions in France, but really the
rival of Plantagenet power. It weakened Henry's position at
home and ruined his foreign position, though that ruin did not
come during his own lifetime, but later, during that of his son.
This successful rivalry against the Plantagenet Henry II of
the French Capetian royal house, the kings of Paris, was further
increased by the accession, ten years after the murder of St
Thomas (nSo)^ of a young, highly intelligent man, Philip
Augustus, to the French throne. And Henry was further

